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T Is there, then, only the choice between the absolutism of
a personal dictator as the embodiment of an absolute State,
and the absolutism of a new dispensation for the sovereign
people under the dictatorship of the masses? The Papen
circle replied: There is a third State, a State that is to be
defined first by a negation, proceeding as a Constitutional
State from the historic conditions. It is not a centralistic
State, for centralization is the first stage on the road to
absolutism. It is the State in which government is reduced
to a minimum. All-controlling rule leads, like centralism,
inevitably to absolutism. Most things must be left to be
directed by those who are concerned. Thus, they said, we
come to the delegation of elements of sovereignty to autono-
mous bodies. In this way we counter the hypertrophy of
legislation, the legislative State that sets out to regulate
everything. But is that not the old and familiar Liberal
State? The laisser faire State, so disrespectfully dubbed
in Germany the night watchman's State? No, it is the State
which has inaccurately been called the guild or corporative
State, though the true guilds have nothing to do with the
^corporations" of Fascism, It also has nothing to do with
the parliamentary, representative system. They quoted a
dictum of Radowitz: "The guild system, is a representation
of rights., the representative system is a representation of
opinions.**

I will not reproduce more of these ideas. Anyone who
takes the trouble to examine them will find a well-reasoned
political outlook which may be disagreed "with, but which
does not deserve to be lumped together with the National
Socialist ideas. It aimed at the exact opposite of the Nazi
aims. This political conception was also neither militarist
nor expansionist* It demanded full political equality of
rights for Germany, but at the same time it affirmed Ger-
many's membership of the Christian society of European
States* in recognition of the common spiritual possessions
of Western Christendom.

llaese last ideas had been given expression at the beginning
of 1934 by Edgar J, Jung, Papers secretary, who later was
murdered, Papen*a Marburg speech resonantly gave them
forth* I sent him a telegram of congratulation at the time;